“Short stories are tiny windows into other worlds and other minds and other dreams. They are
journeys you can make to the far side of the universe and still be back in time for dinner.”
Neil Gaiman

Let’s introduce you all to a bubbly, bright and enthusiastic story teller who touches our hearts
gently with her simple words... a story teller whose dream was to be an actor, a news reader, a
radio jockey, a dancer, a singer ... and what not!

Lakshmi G S
Canara Bank
Kilimanoor branch

This smart banker was born on a Sivarathri in Vembayam, Thiruvananthapuram, to Shri.
Sivasankaran Nair, retired Senior Accountant of Postal Accounts Department, and Smt. Geetha V
K, retired Headmistress of Government LPS Andoorkonam. Her elder brother Anoop, Assistant
Professor at CAPE, Perumon, is around 7 years older than her. This is one reason she was
brought up with a lot of care and attention from her parents and brother from the beginning.

Around the time she was born, her mother got her job and had to leave her to the care of her
grandmother who was a retired Malayalam teacher from Cotton hill school. She spent her
childhood days till the age of 5, with her grandmother as her parents and brother left for work
or school.

The grandmother- granddaughter spent their time learning to read and write Malayalam letters.
That was their idea of a game... even before her vidyarambham she could write Malayalam
letters and by the age of 3, she could read words from newspapers. This was a wonder for all
those who saw her read! Thus, her love for the mother tongue started at a very early age. From
then till date, she loves to talk.. to express herself through the power of words!

She went to Lourdes Mount HSS Vattappara till 10th and spent her 11th and 12th grades in the
Arya Central school, Pattom. She was a studious kid. She was the class leader, topper and
proficiency holder in all the years. She also actively participated in the school youth festivals for
elocution, essay writing, story writing and poetry writing; and won prizes in them. She
remembers receiving a prize from the then upstart, Suraj Venjaramoodu while studying in the
6th grade. She has also won many scholarships like the PCM scholarship and other national
scholarships. She reminisces the moment when she became the national level topper in the
Deepika Children’s League, organised by the Rashtradeepika daily.

She learnt Carnatic music from the 7th grade to the 10th. But due to some variations in her
voice, she had to stop pursuing it later. She says that she was always the best in extempore or
elocution at school. There was even a rumour that if Lakshmi gave her name for participating in
elocution or any related event at school, there was no need for a competition to be held to
determine the winner!

Lakshmi laughs as she remembers her first appearance on stage. She was in the UKG and badly
wanted to participate in the group dance alongside her friends. But she was not chosen for the



same. The next day her mother too went to talk her dance teacher into letting her in. But the
teacher felt that she would look oddly large sized among her peers and the symmetrical feel of
the group would be disturbed. Then Lakshmi volunteered to sing on stage, which was a harmless
proposal and as readily agreed to. When the time arrived, Lakshmi who had no training and had
only heard movie songs, went on to sing the song, “Sisirakaala megha mridula..” and repeated
the only line she knew till she had to be ushered out of the stage by the teacher.

It is indeed commendable that the little girl who was removed from the stage turned out to be a
star orator confident to stand facing any crowd and boldly speaking her mind on any topic under
the sun! She longed to be a newsreader as she reached her 8th and 9th grades. She was
encouraged by her family and friends too. She used to act like the newsreader Balakrishnan in
front of her father and read out the newspaper like a newsreader would do. As she started
concentrating more on her studies all these passions took a backseat.

She passed out of school with wonderful marks and wished to pursue English or Malayalam
literature and become a professor. But she passed the entrance examination and got admission
to BTech computer science at the Lourdes Matha college, where her brother taught then.
Naturally she had to opt the same as all family insisted for it. It was around then that her daily
routine of diary writing slightly got modified into stories or poems or just random thoughts...
From her childhood, she was encouraged to talk to her mother about the daily events at school,
which transformed into her diary writing and gave way to her creative thoughts. She even saw
the diary as her invisible friend whom she could trust to part with her innermost feelings and
secrets, to vent out her frustrations.

On completion of her Btech, she was selected for campus placement in the UST Global in 2013.
The desire to bag a more secure job led her to resign in 2015 and go for a bank coaching for 6
months after which she got selected to Canara Bank in the year 2016, at their Mannar branch. In
2018 she got transferred to the Kilimanoor branch where she remains to date.

Though she had many opportunities to write for competitions within the bank, she was hesitant
to move forward. She says that might be because she was a victim of body shaming as a small
kid. She was slightly over sized and was teased by others for the same reason. But she is
thankful and proud that her family stood strong with her and motivated her to excel in her
studies and extracurricular activities.

Lakshmi says she was introduced to our group by a friend and considered it an ordinary group
like many other. She used to check the group rarely and just liked a few posts. It was only during
the first lockdown period that she took our group seriously and started following it. She even
posted a few of her writings in the group and was overwhelmed by the response received. It
was then that she decided to write more in the online platform, in the Prathilipi app.
‘Aasupathriyil oru rathri’, ‘Niranjana' are just a few of her stories that appear there. Lakshmi is
grateful to our group for boosting her confidence and prompting her to write more.

The speciality of her writing is that it is easily decipherable. Written in simple words, the reader
would feel like being narrated a story. Thus she is a simple story teller... sharing simple thought-
provoking ideas in her own simple words. She says many have reviewed her works and asked



her to read more and improve her vocabulary rather than use simple words. But her idea is that
it should be an easy read so that the reader would feel at ease while going through her words.
Lakshmi again goes back to her past and gets talkative about the teenage girl who wanted to be
a radio jockey, when the FM stations were just starting. But she was discouraged by her friend
saying only those with sweet voice would get chosen as a radio jockey!

The same enthusiasm to speak up before anyone gave her immense opportunities to compere
many an event at college and even her bank during the inauguration of the new premises of her
branch.

The usually talkative girl gets excited as she describes how her family supported her from her
very childhood till date. She reveals how her mother and grandmother gave her tips on how to
perform on stage for youth festivals (both being teachers, they naturally have the great talent to
guide properly) Her father who studied English literature, encouraged her to improve her
vocabulary and accent. Her brother married a teacher and they both support her as one entity!
And the cutest supporter is Abhinand, the 8 years old son of her brother. It is a quite recent
passion of hers to perform insta reels. Her sister-in-law is her first critic for all these. We all
remember the reels that she shared in our group. And there are many more yet to come up...

She tied knot with Prasanth C R, a veterinary surgeon in the Guruvayoor devaswom board,
hailing from Kottankulangara, Kollam. Like her he too writes... and is a good singer. He has
written a poem, composed and sung it for his college day celebrations. He is her best critic now.

She says her life is full of happy twists. Even joining the bank! She is such a bubbly personality
that keeps all around her bouncing with joy. She is indebted to our group for imparting her the
confidence to write and present herself in the outside world. And to help her realise a few of her
dreams. She has a plan to publish her works charted out.. and soon, we wish that she may fulfil
all her dreams and aspirations.

Original Article : Arya Gayathry, State Bank of India, Pallickal Branch
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